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THAT WAS US

mural painted by, Ron Pecchenino

featuring, Cleo and Baron

For those who are experiencing homelessness, it can feel near
impossible to get out of it. There are some individuals we serve who
have been receiving services through St. Mary's Dining Room for
several years. Cleo is one of those individuals who has seen St. Mary's
Dining Room grow for the past 30 years. Here is where she and her
current fiance, Baron, met 12 years ago.
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They both have stayed in the shelter and in tents living outdoors.
While experiencing homelessness, they were both also fighting
addiction. They came to the realization that this never-ending cycle
was difficult to shake. "It's hard to get out, there are people out there
who feel stuck. We would know because that was us." Baron said. In an
effort to pull their lives away from these types of struggles, they
sought assistance from our case managers through our Social Services
program.
Baron is a military veteran. With this
attribute, our case management team was able
to help both Baron and Cleo find a studio
apartment through a homeless veteran
program, called Road Home. Baron has also
reached 7 months of sobriety. During this
time he was also able to secure a job at Trader
Joe's. Now that he is earning more income, we
are currently helping them find a onebedroom apartment. Baron and Cleo are both
filled with hope for their future and journey
together. We are proud of their motivation
and drive to reach greater self-sufficiency.

Celebrating 25 Years!

"St. Mary's is someplace you want to get your life together and can
provide what you need to get your feet under you." - Baron
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YEARS OF CARING

CELEBRATING

25 years!
On November 1st of this year, I celebrated 25 years of being a part of the
mission of St. Mary’s Dining Room. As I look back over the years several
highlights come to mind that I will always recall with fondness.

Edward was gifted this reserved parking sign by
our staff for his wonderful achievements these
past 25 years with St. Mary's Dining Room.

Being a part of the capital campaign and providing oversight to build
the first permanent structures on our site, the Fr. Alan McCoy Dining
Room and the Virgil Gianelli Medical Clinic. Both elevated the level of
care that we have been able to offer our guests.
Having the opportunity to add two additional treatment rooms in our
St. Raphael’s Dental Clinic, growing to five fully equipped rooms.
Our growth didn’t stop there soon after we began working on other
permanent structures, including the Kara Brewer Family Clothing and
Hygiene Center and a new warehouse.
Working with our team and board to bring a new service department to
our agency, our Social Services Program. This program has allowed us
to not only provide life’s necessities but now have a dedicated program
to assist our guests, like Cleo and Baron, move towards self-sufficiency.
Over the years adding additional meal services. When I began with the
agency, we were serving 6 hot meals a week and today we now serve 21
meals a week. The Paul Fairbrook Kitchen ensures that individuals and
families that are experiencing homelessness will not have to add hunger
to their list of concerns.
Working with, at the time Assemblymember Susan Eggman to sponsor a
bill to provide us with an open-ended lease with CalTrans for much of
the property that our campus is built upon. I am so grateful that our
home here under the crosstown freeway is now secured long-term.
A long-time dream of mine was realized near the end of 2020, we were
able to open our hygiene center on the weekends. The opportunity to
shower, care for hygiene concerns and receive clean season-appropriate
clothing is now available to our guests 7 days a week.
I am incredibly proud of our team and their response to the COVID-19
pandemic. They showed up, they were never able to work from home all
to ensure that our guests continued to receive the care they needed. I
have confidence that they will rise to whatever challenge may come
their way in the future.

I would like to thank all our donors, staff and Board of Directors who over
the years have each ensured that my vision for serving our guests became a
reality. We can proudly say that each day across our campus we are feeding
the hungry, caring for health issues and restoring human dignity to those
we care for.
With gratitude,
Edward Figueroa, CEO

S.M.D.R. TEAM
GOES PINK!
In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, our team decided to "Go Pink!"
and support the St. Joseph's Foundation
COPE Fund, which provides support
services to patients and their families
through rehab and recovery, support
groups, wellness classes, emergency
support, and much more.
Each SMDR team member was asked to
consider donating at least $5 to the
cause. Together we raised $500 to
support the St. Joseph's Foundation
COPE Fund! Thank you, St. Joseph's
Cancer Institute, for your efforts to care
for the health issues in our community.

IN MEMORIAM
This year, St. Mary's Dining Room had to say goodbye to
several of our dear friends and champions of our mission.
We are saddened by their passing, but take this moment to
acknowledge these extraordinary individuals who ensured
their support of our guests would continue even after their
passing by remembering our works with gifts from their
estates. The legacy of their bequest gifts, leaves a lasting
impact on our community.
Robert A. Fiori
Helen M. Ford
Isabelle A. Massod
David W. Mueller
What you leave behind is not what is
engraved in stone monuments, but what is
woven into the lives of others.
-Pericles

Available
Positions
Full-Time
Case Manager - Bilingual (3)
HMIS Data Assistant - Bilingual
Women's Shower Attendant
Facilities Assistant (2)
Guest Safety (3)
Kitchen Assistant (2)

Visit our website to
complete an application
www.stmarysdiningroom.org/
employment-opportunities

or apply here
www.indeed.com/cmp/St.Mary's-Dining-Room/jobs

545 W. SONORA STREET
STOCKTON, CA 95203

ST. MARY'S DINING ROOM RESPONDS TO POVERTY IN SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY BY FEEDING THE HUNGRY,
CARING FOR HEALTH ISSUES AND RESTORING HUMAN DIGNITY TO OVER 700 INDIVIDUALS EACH DAY.
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Ways to Give
Ways
Give
ST. MARY’S DINING ROOM IS GRATEFUL FOR THE MANY WAYS THAT
INDIVIDUALS, LIKE YOU, SUPPORT OUR MISSION. FOR SOME, IT
MEANS MAKING A MONTHLY GIFT TO HELP PAY FOR OUR ONGOING
OPERATING EXPENSES. OTHERS MAY SUPPORT OUR WORK
THROUGH IN-KIND DONATIONS OF FOOD, CLOTHING OR OTHER
SUPPLIES FROM OUR NEEDS LIST.

CORINNE BACHLE
PAT FREDERICK
RABBI JASON GWASDOFF
STEVE HERUM
ROCIO HOUSE
SR. JUDY LU MCDONNELL, O.P.
ROBYN MOORE
DANIELLE TIBON
BILL TOPP
ANITRA WILLIAMS
EDWARD FIGUEROA
CEO

FOLLOW US TODAY!

Here are a few more ideas: Planned Giving, AmazonSmile,
Third-Party Fundraisers, Stock or Securities Donations
Perhaps the most important way you can support us is to
become a Friend of St. Mary’s Dining Room. This simply means
you agree to share our mission with the community.
Please visit our website at www.stmarysdiningroom.org for
more information about our mission, volunteering or to make
a donation. However you choose to support
St. Mary’s Dining Room, we thank you.

